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There is so much to think about! Please read this 

newsletter carefully to make sure you don’t miss any 

important information about the move to Southgate! 
 

First of all we are moving into the new uniform in June and pupils will get a 

free sweatshirt in the uniform colour of their choice (burgundy or jade). 

Please help us to be smart and proud by sending them in full uniform on the 

first day that we open (black trousers, white shirt/polo shirt, uniform 

jumper/sweatshirt/hoodie). 

 

We close at the end of Wednesday 24 May to pack up Lydgate and don’t 

re-open until Thursday 8 June while we unpack at Southgate and hold our 

Open Day. 

 

On Wednesday 24 May, we are having a ‘Farewell to Lydgate’ event at 

2pm with a school performance called ‘Change is Good’ - please see the 

advert inside. Everyone is welcome. 

 

On Wednesday 7 June we are holding our Open Day at Southgate from 

11am-2pm and people are also taking part in the sponsored run/walk from 

Lydgate to Southgate. If you want to take part, please contact the office 

for an information pack. We would like as many pupils as possible to take 

part in just the last half-mile of the sponsored walk down Southfield 

Road into the school. They will do this as an extension of the School 

Parade for which they should wear fancy dress! We want a fantastic 

feeling as they enter the school to clapping and cheering crowds having 

done their part of the walk in fancy dress! We will also give a 

prize for the best costume - so mums, dads, grandparents, 

carers should get busy with those costumes! Pupils will also 

need adult supervision by family members for that final 

half-mile. Please get sponsorship for them - it will be their 

contribution and should be recognised. 

 

Message from the Headteacher 

M
a
y
 2

0
1
7
 

 

S
um

m
e
r 

T
e
rm

 

Mrs Rogers 



Lydgate School 

Farewell to Lydgate! 

Please come to our last ever drama performance at Lydgate School on Wednesday 24 May at 
2pm in Lydgate School Hall.  We will be saying ‘Goodbye’ but we will also be saying …  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
…and looking forward to the new school! 

 

From the old to the new ... 

On Wednesday 7 June we will be having a sponsored  
walk/run/cycle from Lydgate School to Southgate School.  This is to 
raise money for exciting additional resources such as a collection of 

bicycles.  Sponsorship forms are available from school so if you  
would like to take part please contact us. 

Also on the same day, we will be holding an Open Day  
at Southgate School.  Parents/carers are welcome to come along with 

pupils to look round and celebrate our new future together.  
 

(NB  Southgate School will be open to pupils as normal on Thursday 8 June.) 



… discovering potential 

Open Day at Southgate! 
 

Come and help us celebrate our new school! 
 

11.00   Begin to gather in the Main Hall of Southgate.  
  Groups to tour new school with designated staff set up. 
  A group of drummers on African drums including a number of  
  disabled adults, and our very own Headteacher, Nicky Rogers! If your    
  child is noise sensitive, it may be a good idea to arrive at 11.30! 
 
11.30 Singing and Signing Choir perform in the Main Hall. 
  Organised tours of the school. For safety and safeguarding reasons we   
  would ask people not to wander off on their own, please. 
  Some organised games, cold drinks and a cake stall will also be set up in the  
  playground. 
 
12.00 Free buffet lunch. 
 
12.30 School Parade around school. Then pupils have the option to go to the meeting  
  place in Almondbury to join the last leg of the sponsored walk in fancy dress with 
  Munch the Dragon! 
  Please let us know if you child will be taking part in this bit of the sponsored walk 
  so we can give them a sponsor form.  
  Pupils taking part in this must be accompanied by an adult member of the family. 
 
1.20  Sponsored runners and walkers arrive at school after a gruelling 10k,  mostly up 
  hill and much of it over quite rough ground! We need lots of support to cheer  
  them in please! 
 
1.30  Cut the ribbon! Speeches! More clapping and cheering! Prize for the best  
  costume. 
 
2.00  The school closes for the day. 
 
Please go onto our Givey website to donate or ask others to donate to our school for the 

sponsored walk/run:         www.givey.com/southgateschool 
 
Also check out our Facebook and Twitter pages: 
Facebook: southgateschoolalmondbury          Twitter: southgatehd5 
 
Remember the school opens for normal business on Thursday  8 June. 
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 Also leaving us after many 

years is Lynne Colbeck. She 

has been an LTSA and then 

ETA for many classes, including 

over the last few years Hare 

Class. She was known for her 

caring, kind approach. We wish 

her all the best. 

Goodbye to Derek (Mr Hinchliffe)! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
One of the saddest parts of leaving Lydgate will be 

that we can’t take Derek the caretaker with us. 

Everyone knows Derek, the man who works his 

socks off and speaks his mind! We have been 

hugely blessed to have his absolute loyalty and 

support for many years. No-one could have given 

more to a school, as caretaker, as Governor (he will 

continue in this role for a while) and on a personal 

note he has given me tremendous support and 

strength as a Headteacher.  The pupils have loved 

his straightforward approach.  

If you would like to contribute something to 

Derek’s leaving present, that would be lovely. Just 

send your contribution in a sealed envelope to the 

school office. 

 

We will miss you so much Derek. 

Kate Saunders has 

done a fantastic job 

standing in for a 

long-term absence. 

Hedgehogs have 

valued her hard-

work, creativity and 

enthusiasm! 

Thank you Kate! 


