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Another Christmas! Last year I said that it would be our last at Lydgate. I 

daren’t say that again - but I very much hope we will be in Southgate this time 

next year! 

 

It’s been a challenging term as we have functioned on an overcrowded site with 

additional pupils from Woodley and the Pupil Referral Service as well as our 

usual range of starters from mainstream schools. At last I feel that we are 

settling and becoming one school. However, it has highlighted how much work 

will need to go into the relocation to the new school to keep the school stable 

and working well. 

 

For this reason, when we heard that the building was delayed and that the 

completion date was now set just before we moved in, this caused us real 

concern. We don’t want the staff to be as lost in the building as the pupils will 

be! We need a bit more time than that for transitions. We all know how much 

our young people struggle with change. Please see the back of this newsletter 

for our proposals, which involve changing our Inset Days (this is of particular 

concern perhaps if you have booked a holiday this coming Easter). 

 

Meanwhile we have had a lovely Christmas week which is always a real joy. We 

have downscaled operations a bit but we still had Christmas Dinner, Christingle, 

a visit from Santa, class parties and the school disco with Rocking Ronnie!  

A particularly entertaining and touching part of Christingle was the video of 

pupils talking about the Christmas Story - just lovely!  We also had our 

Christmas Fayre. During the day the Friends of Lydgate did a fantastic job 

selling and wrapping presents for all pupils to take home to family for 

Christmas.  Then they organised some stalls and a lovely afternoon tea. We are 

very lucky to have this group of wonderful parents and supporters. Thank you if 

you came along and took part - we love to see you all at events like this. 

 

Finally we are very sad to say goodbye to Emily Vegeris who has proved herself 

to be talented and sensitive ETA over her time with us. She is going to continue 

her education and wants to do some travelling first. We wish her 

all the very best. 

 

All that remains to say is to wish everyone 

a wonderful Christmas and New Year! 

Message from the Headteacher 
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Mrs Rogers 



Lydgate School 

Enjoyaball! 
 

Coaches came into school to train staff in the art of 

Enjoyaball.  The pupils enjoyed it too. 

Afternoon Tea at Lydgate 
 
Friends of Lydgate put on a lovely afternoon tea 

for parents and carers.  They enjoyed 

sandwiches, tea and cake all served by some of 

our lovely pupils. 

Dam Building 
 
Team Willow Class have had a 'dam' good time building dams 
at Digley Reservoir. The group learned all about the historic 
Holmfirth floods whilst having fun making dams of their own. 
You know when you come back to school covered in mud that 
you have had a good afternoon out! 

We would also like to give special a special mention to the 
Lamplighters for their generosity. They sent us a donation of 
£1680! Without their help, we would not be able to do great 
things like this and The Calvert Trust.  Thank you! 

Letters to Santa 
 

Hare Class have been writing and posting letters to 
Santa.  They are hoping for some lovely presents 
this year. 

Pupils from Hedgehog and Squirrel classes have enjoyed 

many outdoor adventures this year including park visits, 

a trip to Castle Hill but the most fun was had playing in 

the autumn leaves in the school field.  

Autumn Fun! 

Fox Class and the Planets 
 
Fox Class have worked with local artist Sarah 

Branson to make a display of the Solar System in 

Christ Church, New Mill. This can be enjoyed by 

all this festive season. This followed a whole 

project on the planets the pupils studied in class. 



… discovering potential 

Penathlon Competition 

 

Maple and Chestnut Classes represented Kirklees along with 
Woodley, St John Fisher and Newsome High Schools in a Penathlon 
Competition. It was held at Huddersfield Sports Centre.  They did 
really well and came third! 

Calvert Trust Visit 
 

A group of four pupils and 

two members of staff 

spent a week at Calvert 

Trust in the Lake District.  

This is the 10th year 

Lydgate School has run 

residential trips to the 

Calvert Trust. They took 

part in activities such as 

horse riding, stream 

walking, archery and 

canoeing . They had a fab 

time!  Lovely food too! 

Busy Butterflies! 

 
Butterfly Class has had such a 

busy half term!  Their topic has 

been toys and all the class have 

enjoyed learning about toys and 

designing a new toy.  

They have also been doing a lot of 

road safety awareness, and 

practising safe road crossing.  

Each week they have come across 

some new animals on our walks, but 

perhaps the most popular were 

these ducks! 

E-Safety 
 

Throughout 
school pupils 
access lessons on 
E-Safety, which 
has never been more important 
for them to learn as they grow 
up.  All parents and carers should 
familiarise themselves with some 
of the topics and we would 
encourage you to take a look at 
the following website for 
guidance and support - 
www.thinkuknow.co.uk 

 
 

 

 

Maple and Chestnut Classes took part in a Goal Ball activity this 

month. They learnt new skills and enjoyed meeting other students 

from other schools. We have a pupil who is blind and so we have 

been learning how to play this game to include her. Goalball was 

devised in 1946 in an effort to rehabilitate 

visually impaired veterans who returned 

from World War II. The object of the 

game is to roll the ball into the opposite 

goal while opposing players try to block the 

ball with their bodies. Bells inside the balls 

help orient the players, indicating the 

direction of the on-coming ball.  The pupils 

really enjoyed it. 



Diary Dates 

Notice Board 

… discovering potential 

December 

16 Disco 

16 
Break up for 

Christmas holiday 

January 2017 

3 
Inset day - school 

closed to pupils 

4 Back to school 

February 

17 
Break up for half 

term 

27 Back to school 

April  

6 
Break up for 

Easter 

24 Back to school 

SOUTHGATE NEWS 
 

 The build is well underway but some complications 

have taken it ‘to the wire’ in terms of completion. 

 We are considering the best options in the light 

of this. We don’t want to move in unless we feel 

sure everything will be completely ready and we 

will feel in control. 

 Our preferred option is to use that half-term for transitions 

and to move in fully at May half-term. 

 To support this we propose to move two of the training days, 

to make one each side of May half-term (Friday 26th May and 

Monday 5th June). 

 This means school will open earlier at the beginning of the 

Summer Term: Monday 23rd April. 

 Please let us know if this affects your holiday plans -  we will 

look at exceptions under the circumstances. 

 This also means that if Y11 parents are worried about the 

‘double transition’ they can have the option to have an earlier 

leavers’ date: Monday 5th June.  

 We will consult more fully on these ideas in January. 

Fundraising Events 
 

We did lots of fundraising in school this half term and raised the 

following: 

 a non uniform day raised £34 for Shabang  

 a bun sale raised £65 for Macmillan  Cancer Support 

 a dress up day raised £141.25 for Children in Need 

 Christmas Fayre and afternoon tea raised £451.42 

towards Friends of Lydgate funds.    

Thank you to everyone for your support. 

Track Santa 
 

You can track 

Santa on his 

magical journey 

on Christmas Eve.  

Look on the website - 

www.noradsanta.org 

Santa came to town! 

 
Santa (and his elf) took time out of his busy 

schedule to visit school and bring some early 

Christmas presents.  


