
Year 6 
                 This half-term’s top 5 reads!! 

 
A story that crosses time and generations, for adventure-loving readers young and old. 
“My dad died twice. Once when he was thirty nine and again four years later when he 
was twelve.” 

On Al Chaudhury’s twelfth birthday his beloved Grandpa Byron gives him a letter from 
Al’s late father. In it Al receives a mission: travel back to 1984 in a secret time machine 
and save his father’s life. 

 
 

Created in association with the Natural History Museum, the two-metre-long fold-out 
timeline stretches back 4 billion years to the first signs of life in the seas. Witness the 
emergence of multi-cellular life, the colonisation of the land, the reign of dinosaurs, 
mass extinctions, the migration of mammals, and finally, the story of humanity from the 
first two-legged hominids to a world populated by more than 7 billion people today. An 
easy-to-read chronicle, written in the form of newspaper articles, highlights key 
moments such as understanding the science behind sight and how rocks can reveal 
the Earth's age. Other features include a page of letters to the editor, a fifty-question 
quiz, and a pocket magnifier to make it easier to dive into all the timeline's details. 
Perfect for nature lovers of any age! 
 
 
 
Forbidden to leave her island, Isabella dreams of the faraway lands her cartographer 
father once mapped. When her friend disappears, she volunteers to guide the search. 
The world beyond the walls is a monster-filled wasteland - and beneath the dry rivers 
and smoking mountains, a fire demon is stirring from its sleep. Soon, following her 
map, her heart and an ancient myth, Isabella discovers he true end of her journey: to 
save the island itself.  
 
 
 

 
When a move to a new house coincides with his baby sister's illness, Michael's world 
seems suddenly lonely and uncertain. 
Then, one Sunday afternoon, he stumbles into the old, ramshackle garage of his new 
home, and finds something magical. A strange creature - part owl, part angel, a being 
who needs Michael's help if he is to survive. With his new friend Mina, Michael 
nourishes Skellig back to health, while his baby sister languishes in the hospital. 

But Skellig is far more than he at first appears, and as he helps Michael breathe life 
into his tiny sister, Michael's world changes for ever . . . 

 

Bilbo Baggins enjoys a quiet and contented life, with no desire to travel far from the 
comforts of home; then one day the wizard Gandalf and a band of dwarves arrive 
unexpectedly and enlist his services – as a burglar – on a dangerous expedition to raid 
the treasure-hoard of Smaug the dragon. Bilbo’s life is never to be the same again. 

Seldom has any book been so widely read and loved as J. R.R. Tolkien’s classic tale, 
‘The Hobbit’. Since its first publication in 1937 it has remained in print to delight each 
new generation of readers all over the world, and its hero, Bilbo Baggins, has taken his 
place among the ranks of the immortals of fiction. 
 


