
Year 5 
                    This half-term’s top 5 reads!! 
 

Thousands of years ago, the land is one dark forest. Its people are hunter-gatherers. 

They know every tree and herb and they know how to survive in a time of enchantment 

and powerful magic. Until an ambitious and malevolent force conjures a demon: a 

demon so evil that it can be contained only in the body of a ferocious bear that will slay 

everything it sees, a demon determined to destroy the world. 

Only one boy can stop it - 12-year-old Torak. A terrifying quest in a world of wolves, 

tree spirits and Hidden People, a world in which trusting a friend means risking your life. 

 

 

Darkus can't believe his eyes when a huge insect drops out of the trouser leg of his 

horrible new neighbour. It's a giant beetle - and it seems to want to communicate. But 

how can a boy be friends with a beetle? And what does a beetle have to do with the 

disappearance of his dad and the arrival of Lucretia Cutter, with her taste for creepy 

jewellery? 

 

 

 

At the age of five, little orphan Heidi is sent to live with her grandfather in the Alps. 

Everyone in the village is afraid of him, but Heidi is fascinated by his long beard and 

bushy grey eyebrows. She loves her life in the mountains, playing in the sunshine and 

growing up amongst the goats and birds. But one terrible day, Heidi is collected by her 

aunt and is made to live with a new family in town. Heidi can't bear to be away from her 

grandfather; can she find a way back up the mountain, where she belongs? 

 

 

Open the gates of the Wonder Garden to explore five of Earth's most extraordinary 

habitats, each filled with incredible creatures and epic scenery. Trek through the 

Amazon Rainforest, travel to the Chihuahuan Desert, dive in the Great Barrier 

Reef, delve deep into the Black Forest and stand on the roof of the world – the 

Himalayan Mountains – to see nature at its wildest. Breathtaking, engraved 

illustrations bring to life Earth's spectacular Wonder Garden in this stunning book 

which takes you on an adventure around the world. A must for all young nature 

lovers! 

 

It is a cold winter's night when Karl enters the White Horse Tavern looking like he's 
swallowed a thundercloud. His final task as a clockmaker apprentice is to make a new 
figure for the great clock of Glockenheim. He has not made the figure - or got any idea 
of what it could be, and the unveiling is tomorrow. 

Fritz is also in the tavern; there to read aloud his new spooky story. Like Karl, he hasn't 
finished. Well, he knows how the story starts and he knows it's called Clockwork - so, 
with the snow swirling down outside, he sets his story going and just has to hope that 
the ending will come to him as he tells it. 

Suddenly, Fritz's story and real life merge in a completely sinister way - and just like                        
                                clockwork it can't be stopped . . . 


