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Roberttown CE (vc) J & I School  

Special Needs Offer (SEN Information Report) 

updated January 2018 

At Roberttown School we strive to enable all pupils to achieve their potential and believe that 

at the heart of our school is ‘the child first and always.’ We hope that the information below 

helps to answer any queries you may have but do not hesitate to contact our school if you 

have any further questions. 

Head Teacher Samantha Laycock-Smith 

SENCO Emma Baker 

Governor with responsibility for SEN Helen Wells 

Email office@rjis.org.uk 

Telephone (admin) 01924 403532 

Telephone (SENCO) 01924 403532 

Local offer webpage link  www.kirkleeslocaloffer.org.uk 

Funding Kirklees LA 

 

How does Roberttown School know if children need extra help?   
 
Every half term the progress and attainment of all pupils is reviewed by the Senior 
Leadership Team in line with our assessment policy. You will be informed about your child’s 
general progress and targets termly, and twice yearly through Parent’s Evenings and their 
annual report.  
 
We will know if pupils need additional help if: 
 

 concerns are raised by parents/carers, teachers or the child; 
 

 limited progress is being made; 
 

 there is a change in the pupil’s behaviour, progress or emotional wellbeing.  
 

What should I do if I think my child has special educational needs? 
 
At Roberttown School we have an open door policy and are always here for a chat. In 
addition we have a highly experienced team of staff who may be involved in supporting your 
child at Roberttown School. These include: 
 

 Your child’s teacher, who is the initial point of contact if you have any concerns.  
The class teacher will always make sure that tasks set are appropriate and 
accessible for your child. They are available to you at the start and end of each day. 
  

mailto:office@rjis.org.uk
http://www.kirkleeslocaloffer.org.uk/
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 Educational Teaching Assistants, who support all pupils in class. We have several 
additional ETAs who help support groups and individual children with their learning.  

 

 The SENCO (Mrs Baker) who co-ordinates the provision of SEN in school and 
meets termly with class teachers and ETA to discuss SEN and vulnerable children in 
their class.  

 The SEN School Governor, Helen Wells, who has specific oversight of the school’s 

arrangements for SEN and disability. 

 

What kinds of special educational needs provision is made for at our school? 
 

Our school is an inclusive school where every child matters; we aim to address children’s 
needs and support their development in the most appropriate way possible and celebrate 
effort as much as achievement. Our school’s SEND policy document is available on this 
website, detailing our philosophy in relation to SEND. Additional and/or different provision is 
currently being made in school for children with a range of needs, including: 
 

 Cognition and Learning – Moderate learning difficulties; Specific learning difficulties - 
dyslexia, dyspraxia. 
 

 Sensory, Medical and Physical – hearing impairment, sensory processing difficulties, 
epilepsy. 

 

 Communication and Interaction – autistic spectrum condition, Asperger’s Syndrome, 
speech and language difficulties. 

 

 Social, Emotional and Mental Health – attention deficit hyperactivity disorder. 

 

New pupils to our School 
 

Class teachers will meet with parents prior to pupils starting school there will also be the 
opportunity for a home-visit if the pupil is starting in Reception Class. Concerns about 
particular needs will be brought to the attention of the SENCO. Where necessary, the 
SENCO will arrange a further meeting with parents, previous setting, other health 
professionals etc.  
Class teachers will receive information from the previous setting, where appropriate; if 
required the SENCO will telephone previous setting to discuss individual pupil’s needs.  
 

How will I know that Roberttown School supports my child? 

The Special Educational Needs Code of Practice gives guidance to schools in meeting the 

needs of pupils. It sets out how help should be given in a step-by-step approach. You will be 

consulted at all stages of this graduated approach and staff will inform you of the additional 

work they do with your child. Class teachers will assess your child to identify their strengths, 

needs and the extra help they require.  

 

From September 2014 this graduated approach will consist of 3 stages: 

 Quality 1st Teaching including: 

-extra help from a teaching assistant (ETA) in class  
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-small group or individual support out of class  

 

 

 SEN Support 

If your child continues to have difficulty even with this extra support, we will seek 

professional advice from: 

-Speech and language therapists 

-Visual/Hearing impairment teachers 

-Health professionals 

-Educational Psychologists 

 

 Education, Health Care Plan (EHCP) 

If your child’s needs are complex or severe we may suggest that we ask the Local 

Authority for an EHCP. This document will describe your child’s SEN and the special 

help they should receive. 

 

How adaptations are made to the curriculum and the learning environment of pupils 

with SEND? 

 

Within the classroom, all work is tailored to the individual child’s needs by the class teacher 

to best enable them to access the curriculum. ETAs may be allocated to work 1:1 with a 

child or small group to target more specific needs. If a child has been identified as having a 

special need they may be given an Individual Action Plan. Targets will be set according to 

the area of need and these will be monitored by staff and the SENCO three times per year. 

Action plans will be discussed with parents/carers and a copy given to them. If appropriate, 

specialist equipment may be given to the pupil e.g. writing slope, pen/pencil grips or easy to 

use scissors etc.  

 

How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom and how is the 
school environment accessible? 
 
Activities and school trips are available to all pupils. Risk assessments are carried out and 
procedures are put in place to enable all children to participate. The school is fully compliant 
with DDA requirements. 

 The school has easy access with double doors to the front entrance and ramps. 
 The front desk has a wheel-chair height section and is DDA compliant. 
 We ensure where ever possible that equipment used is accessible to all children 

regardless of their needs. The SENCO manages an SEN budget, used to ensure that 
all pupils have access to the very best equipment.  

 After-school provision is accessible to all children, including those with SEN. 
 Extra-curricular activities are accessible for children with SEN. 
 The school has a “Quiet Area” and an outside learning area.  
 The school has an up to date accessibility plan which is considered each year and 

whenever there is building work.  

We are happy to discuss individual access requirements.  
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What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the school? 
 
At times it may be necessary to consult with outside agencies to receive their more specialist 
advice and expertise. These can be signposted by the Kirklees Local Offer on the Kirklees 
website. Some of these are: 
 

 Our School Nurse who works closely with us and can advise and assess any medical 
needs. If a care plan is required this would be done in conjunction with the 
parent/nurse and reviewed annually as a minimum. 
 

 A Speech and Language therapist who liaises with school and can advise upon 
whether your child would benefit from this support or assessment. 

 

 Our Educational Psychologist may give advice or complete an assessment for a few 
children. 

 

 Behaviour Support Professionals who give advice if required. 
 

 Outreach support from specialist schools. 
 

 Our link High Schools’ SENCos who liaise to support successful transition to Year 7. 
 

 
 
What training have the staff supporting children and young people with SEN had (or 
having)? 
 
Different members of staff have received training related to Special Education Needs and 
Disabilities. This may include: 
 

 Cognition and learning (e.g. autism spectrum) 
 

 Communication and interaction (e.g. speech and language difficulties) 
 

 Physical, sensory needs (e.g. coordination needs) 
 

 Social, emotional and health 
 
 
 
 
How are the schools resources allocated and matched to children’s special 
educational needs? 
 
The SEN budget is allocated each financial year. The money is used to provide additional 
support/resources dependent on the individual’s needs. 
 
 

What support will there be for my child’s/young person’s overall well-being? 
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We recognise that some children have extra emotional and social needs that need to be 
developed and nurtured. All classes follow a structured PSHE (SAM) curriculum to support 
this development. However, for those children who find aspects of this difficult we offer. 

 Social awareness games and activities 

 Lunch time and play time support  

 Lego therapy sessions 

 Befrienders  

 Peer mentors 

 Access external agencies and professionals and follow their advice 

 Teaching Assistant trained in how to support pupils’ mental health.   

 Nurture Groups  
 

The school has a Behaviour Policy which has been drawn up with the pupils. This has clear 
rewards and sanctions there is a consistent approach throughout school.  

In respect of Anti Bullying, there is a policy in place that has been drawn up with staff and 
pupils and is accessible to Parents. As part of the curriculum, the school plans activities during 
Anti Bullying week and each year communicates to Parents its core principles regarding 
inappropriate behaviours and bullying.  

There are various opportunities for all pupils to have a voice on decision making in the school. 
The school has many different pupil groups who meet regularly with a designated member of 
staff. These include: 

 School Council  

 Eco Council 

 Investors in Pupils Ambassadors 

 CARE group 

 Befrienders 

SLT and Governors carry out pupil voice questionnaires throughout the year and groups of 
children make presentations at Governing Body Meetings. In addition to this, prior to SEND 
review meetings, pupils have the opportunity to share their views and aspirations.  

 
Who can I contact for further information? 
 
If you have any further questions, wish to discuss your child’s educational needs, want to 
discuss a complaint or want further support, please contact your child’s class teacher or 
arrange a meeting with the SENCO.  
 

 


