
 
 

 
 
 
                                

           
 
 

                                                                                                                   
September 2017 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Y6: Never Give Up, Never Give In Class          Class Teachers: Mrs Wood & Mrs Martin 
 
Just to give you some general information about Year 6 and an outline of some of the work we will be 
doing during this year.  

This year we have named our class Never Give Up, Never Give In Class and as such are looking 
forward to rising to the challenges and achievements of the coming year. 

As part of the responsibilities of being in Year 6 we will be role models to others in the school – we will 
uphold the school CARE code and be nurturing and kind. We will be a class determined to do our 
best. This will be reflected in our achievements and progress this year.  We will be spending some 
time, during the first few weeks back, talking about how we can best achieve this. We will be revisiting 
our class code, vision and class target based on this expectation. Make sure to ask your child about 
this during the next couple of weeks. 

Teacher’s Planning; Preparation and Assessment (PPA) time is now a well established routine in 
school. Mrs Wood’s PPA will be covered by Mrs Martin and vice versa. There may also be other times 
when we are attending a course, or we are out of class when a supply teacher or one of our HLTA’s 
(Higher Level Teaching Assistants), Mrs Mott and Mrs Goodall, will be teaching the class. We do try 
to use supply teachers who are well-known to the children and the school, but occasionally we have 
to use teachers who are new to our school. In all cases lessons will be planned in advance by myself 
for the covering teacher to deliver, to ensure continuity.  
 
Also working in Year 6 this year will be, Mrs Goodall, Mrs Thomas and Mr Booth. 
 
Communication 

 As you will be aware we use ParentPay which offers you the freedom to make payments 
whenever and wherever you like, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week - safe in the knowledge that the 
technology used is of the highest internet security available.  
 
 

 Making a payment is straightforward and ParentPay holds a payment history for you to view at a 
later date; no card details are stored in any part of the system. Once you’ve activated your 
account you can make online payments straight away.  

 If you have not yet used ParentPay and misplaced your user name and password, please contact 
the office and they will be reissued to you. 

 The School Newsletter can be accessed each Thursday on the school website at: 
www.roberttown.kgfl.digitalbrain.com. If you do not receive a Newsletter please contact the school 
office. 

 Parents are welcome to attend Celebration Collective Worship which is held each Wednesday at 
2.45pm in the school hall. 

 Each week a different class, Befrienders or the School Council, lead Class Collective Worship 
which is held each Friday at 9am. Parents are invited to attend their child’s Class Collective 
Worship and the weekly newsletter publishes details of these. 
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Curriculum 
Each half term your child will bring home a Curriculum Outline. This will show the work that the class 
will be focussing on during the next half term. The Curriculum Outline also gives information about 
homework, PE days etc.  Please check this curriculum outline carefully as it contains the class maths 
target for that half term as well as the children’s individual target, which is usually literacy based. In 
this way you can help your child in achieving their goals. Please note that this year your child will be 
taking part in Outdoor Learning on a regular weekly basis. Please ensure that they have suitable 
outdoor wear (both coat and footwear) for this session as we will be going out regardless of the 
weather. Whilst much of this Outdoor Learning will take place during project work, there will be 
opportunities in Year 6 to use the school environment in both numeracy and literacy lessons. 
 
Our coverage of the Foundation subjects is guided by Curriculum 2014 – the New National 
Curriculum which continues to be followed by all children in the school. 
 
Our approach to teaching English and Maths in Upper Key Stage 2 has changed slightly this year. 
Mrs Glaves will be teaching Maths across Year 5 and 6 and Mrs Wood and Mrs Martin will be 
teaching English for both year groups.   
 
The majority of the Curriculum will be covered throughout the year via a project approach. Our first 
project, for example is called ‘Healthy Bodies, Healthy Minds’ and will cover elements of Science 
regarding health, diet and exercise. In DT the children will create healthy smoothies which will be 
related to their work in Science. 
 
The children in Year 6 will continue to learn French as this is the main language they will study on 
entry to high school. 
 
Every Wednesday afternoon, children will participate in enrichment activities, whereby the formal 
timetable is suspended and children work in mixed Key Stage groups on an activity of their choice. 
Enrichment in the Curriculum is a strategy which involves pupils directly in their own learning. It has 
proven to be very popular and successful with the children. At the start of each half term, children will 
choose, from a given selection, the area they wish to work on. Each half term they are offered a 
different set of choices, several of which come directly from the children themselves. During the 
academic year 2016-17 such activities as Art, Drama, Big Apparatus, carol singing, gardening and 
textiles were offered. Children in Year 6 have successfully planned and delivered enrichment 
sessions under the supervision of a member of staff and this is something we hope to continue this 
academic year. 
 
This year there will be a continuing focus in school on the fluent learning of the Multiplication and 
Division tables. Children will use the Internet tool TT Rockstars to help them with this and all children 
will receive a log in so that they can continue their progress and learning at home. Regular tables’ 
tests will occur in class. Close monitoring of their progress will be undertaken to ensure all children 
make appropriate progress.  
 
 
Behaviour Systems 
We are continuing with our planetary system. All children will start on the Earth aiming towards the 
stars – and indeed shooting star! If their behaviour is not as expected they will move onto the moon 
and finally the asteroid belt. I’m sure that your child will do their best to remain on the earth and attain 
the stars! The children will be rewarded for their good behaviour on a Friday with ‘Golden time’. This 
‘choose time’ will vary from 25 minutes to nothing depending on where on the planetary system your 
child is on Friday. After Golden Time the children will restart on the Earth. The Key Stage 2 system is 
a cumulative system encouraging children to see behaviour in the long term. Both the children and 
the staff realise that children who are on the Earth have done exactly what was expected of them and 
so should therefore be rewarded for this. Consequently all children who remain on the Earth or above  
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for the whole half term will receive an extra reward during the final week of that half term: This may be 
DVD or a disco or simply extra time outside if the weather is good. 
We will also be continuing the half term superstars, and I feel sure we will experience great difficulty in 
choosing children for this reward!  
 
Getting On and Falling Out 
In a perfect world we would all get on with each other in harmony; however in reality this is not always 
the case. Pupils may encounter problems with friendships, e.g. fall outs, not wanting to play the same 
game etc. Most of these are friendship issues which can be resolved quickly but occasionally they 
may result in incidents that can lead to bullying.   
 
It is important that staff, children and parents are clear about the difference between bullying and 
friendship issues.  
 
Bullying is, ‘Behaviour by an individual or group, usually repeated over time, that intentionally hurts 
another individual or group either physically or emotionally’ (Safe to Learn, DCSF,2007). 
 
We would always encourage the children to talk to their class teacher about any concerns. Our school 
Befrienders offer a listening service for children who feel they need someone to talk to about a 
problem. If you are concerned about your child please talk to your child’s class teacher. If matters are 
not resolved then speak to Mrs Smith. 
 
Homework 
During the first half term homework is given regularly each Monday and must be completed and 
returned to school on the following Monday.  The children are expected to complete this homework 
and return it promptly each week. Thereafter the children will be given one piece of homework each 
Monday and one piece of extended homework, which is designed to last between 5 and 7 weeks. 
This has proven extremely successful in previous years and is super preparation for the high school, 
where your child will receive several such Extended Learning Tasks. It is expected that children 
complete their homework and return it promptly as there will be times when we will be going over it in 
class or using it as the basis for follow up lessons. Spellings are given on Monday and are tested on 
the Friday (spellings will be emailed with the curriculum outline at the start of each term).   
 
The children also have a ‘Guided Reading Book’, a ‘Choose’ book and a library book, which they will 
bring home regularly. Please read with your child and encourage them to read a little each day. There 
will be a strong focus in Year 6 on inference skills- reading between the lines to determine meaning 
and author’s intention. Ask your child to support their answers with evidence from the text. This will 
help develop key comprehension skills needed for both the SATs and High school. Library books 
need to be in school every Wednesday for changing.  
 
Reading Record, Parents Evening, Reports, Targets and ERIC books 
Each time we hear children read, we, or any other member of staff who hears your child, may write a 
short comment for you to see, perhaps on a particular aspect to be focussed on when you read with 
your child at home. The children will receive extra tablepoints for reading at home. 
 
At Roberttown we support ERIC, which stands for Everyone Reading In Class. Children may bring in 
a book, magazine or comic of their choice from home, which stays in their tray. They can then read 
this in ERIC time, which is an independent activity they will be given whilst another group is reading 
with me.  
 
There are Parents Evenings each term, with an appointment system in the Autumn and Spring terms 
and a more informal Open Evening in the Summer term. Annual Reports will be sent home at the end  
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of the Summer term. If you have concerns about your child you are welcome to ‘pop in’ to see me for 
an informal chat before or after school, or arrange an appointment at a mutually convenient time. 
 
Each child has a target for reading, mathematics and writing. The targets are updated regularly, 
usually once or twice a term, in consultation with your child. Please do ask your child what their 
targets are and how they are going to achieve them. 
 
SATs 
As you may be aware the children in Year 6 will be taking their national SATs this year. The date for 
the tests is week commencing Monday 14th May. These are important tests and we will be working 
hard with the children to prepare for them. However, should you have any questions about the SATs 
then please don’t hesitate to ask me. During the Autumn term, we will organise a specific meeting to 
inform you about the whole assessment process.  
 
Special Times, Trips, Theme days etc. 
There are lots of exciting events to look forward to during the year such as Harvest Festival, 
Christmas Carol Service, concerts etc. We will publish details of these events in the Newsletter as 
soon as we are able to. Our big trip during this term is our visit to Winmarleigh Hall and we will be 
having trips during the summer term as well. 
 
 
PE 
PE is timetabled on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, but children are expected to have named PE 
kit in school every day, including a pair of pumps or trainers. If your child has long hair please ensure 
that they have a hair band to tie their hair back during PE.  Earrings will also need to be removed for 
PE. Every other half term the children will be taught PE by Legacy Sport – this may entail a change in 
PE days, but I will inform you if this is the case. 
 
Year 6 jobs 
The children in Year 6 take on a number of responsibilities to develop their independence, confidence 
and to be role models to the younger children in school. There are many jobs available to the children. 
All children in Year 6 are guaranteed a job throughout the year – but not everyone will have a job 
each half term. Please feel free to pop in and chat if you want to know a little more about the job your 
child will be doing. Several children in Year 6 will also have the opportunity to act as mentors 
(reading, writing, maths) to younger children in the school. They will also have the chance to become 
‘Young Leaders’ who offer sports coaching and help to others in the school at lunch and break times. 
 
And Finally… 
Year 6 is a fantastic year group! Your child will develop rapidly in confidence over the coming year. 
Before you know it, they will be more than ready for their transition to High School! I do hope your 
child finds their time in Year 6 fulfilling and enjoyable, and will be able to look back at Roberttown with 
fond memories.   
 
We hope this information is helpful for you and please don’t hesitate to come and talk to us if you 
have any queries. 
 
Thank you for your support 
 
Jenny Martin and Louise Wood 


