
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

September 2017          Rec/Year 1 – Mrs Horner 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Just to give you some general information about our class and an outline of some of the work we will be 
doing this year. 
 
Teacher’s Planning, Preparation and Assessment (PPA) time is now a well-established routine in school 
and teachers usually have 1/2 a day a week. My PPA time is scheduled for Thursday afternoon and will be 
covered by our HLTA Mrs Mott. There may also be other times when I am attending a course, or out of class 
when a supply teacher or one of our HLTA’s (Higher Level Teaching Assistants), will be teaching the class. 
We do try to use supply teachers who are well-known to the children and the school, but occasionally we 
have to use teachers who are new to our school. In all cases lessons will be planned in advance by myself 
for the covering teacher to deliver, to ensure continuity.  
 
Mrs Schofield our Education Teaching Assistants (ETA), will be working in class supporting groups in a 
variety of subjects. Maintaining links with the other classes in Key Stage One is a key priority and we will 
work together throughout the year on different theme days and creative events. Staff plan together after 
school and in the holidays to ensure parity for Years One and Reception, no matter which class they are in. 
Our planning for Year 1 is on a 2 year programme to account for the mixed age classes, so children will not 
be repeating work. Instead all Key Stage 1 children will access the same curriculum, but at a level that is 
appropriate for them.   
 
Communication 

 As you will be aware we use parent Pay which offers you the freedom to make payments whenever and 
wherever you like, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week - safe in the knowledge that the technology used is of 
the highest internet security available.  

 If you have not yet used ParentPay and misplaced your user name and password, please contact the 
office and they will be reissued to you. 

 The School Newsletter published each Thursday. You can also access the Newsletter on the school 
website at: www.roberttown.kgfl.digitalbrain.com. If you do not receive a Newsletter please contact the 
school office. If you would like the newsletter emailed please send your email address to the school 
office.   

 Parents are welcome to attend Celebration Collective Worship which is held each Wednesday at 2.45pm 
in the school hall. 

 Each week a different class, Befrienders or the School Council, lead Class Collective Worship which is 
held each Friday at 9am. Parents are invited to attend their child’s Class Collective Worship and the 
weekly Newsletter publishes details of these. 

 
Curriculum 
Each half term your child will bring home a Curriculum Outline with the weekly Newsletter. This will show 
the work that the class will be focussing on during the next half term. The Curriculum Outline also gives 
information about homework, PE days etc.  

During the year the projects we will be covering are:  

· All about me - Developing our class codes of expected behaviour, targets and welcome books and 
generally settling into our new class and getting to know each other. 



 
 
 
 
 
· Fire! Fire! – Investigating light and seeing. Learning about the Nativity and Christmas celebrations. 
· Planting the seed – Investigating plants and growing. 
· Through the Key Hole - Investigating materials. Looking where people lived in the past. Comparing 
Victorian homes to present day. 
· Splish, Splash, Splosh – Looking at World continents and oceans. Using maps and atlases. . 
· On the Move – Looking at the force of moving. Investigating Mechanics, wheels and levers. Learning 
about the history of transport and George Stephenson. 
 
All our learning objectives are taken from the National Curriculum Programmes of Study for Key Stage One. 
Every Wednesday afternoon, children in Year 1 participate in a Structured Play session.  This is an important 
link between Reception and Key Stage 1.  Not only does it ease transition between the Foundation Stage 
but also allows the children to learn, develop and improve their skills in a play environment.  Children can 
access an adult lead activity or a range of play activities, including role-play or puppets, small world toys 
etc. This afternoon is carefully planned and has strong links to the Curriculum project being taught that half-
term.     
 
Behaviour Systems 
The ‘Weather Behaviour System’ is up in the classroom. This is the rainbow, sun, cloud, thunder cloud and 
pot of gold with the children’s names on. Your child starts the day with their ‘peg name’ on the sun. If they 
work and behave exceptionally then they will be moved onto the rainbow and any child who is still on the 
rainbow at the end of the day will receive a special rainbow sticker. If a child is not performing as we would 
expect them to then they will receive a quiet warning. If the behaviour persists then they will have their name 
moved to the cloud. The children then have the opportunity to work their way back to the sun and even the 
rainbow. However, should behaviour not improve another warning will be given. If no improvement occurs 
then the child’s name will be moved to the thunder cloud and we will speak to you either after school, or the 
next day, to inform you of the reason why your child was on the thunder cloud and how your child’s behaviour 
was after this. If a child demonstrates behaviour or effort towards their work at a consistently high standard 
(beyond the rainbow standard) they will have their peg placed on the pot of gold and receive a pot of gold 
sticker. 
 
Getting On and Falling Out 
In a perfect world we would all get on with each other in harmony, however in reality this is not always the 
case. Pupils may encounter problems with friendships, e.g. fall outs, not wanting to play the same game 
etc. Most of these are friendship issues which can be resolved quickly but occasionally they may result in 
incidents that can lead to bullying.   
 
It is important that staff, children and parents are clear about the difference between bullying and friendship 
issues.  
 
Bullying is, ‘Behaviour by an individual or group, usually repeated over time, that intentionally hurts another 
individual or group either physically or emotionally’ (Safe to Learn, DCSF,2007). 
 
We would always encourage the children to talk to their class teacher about any concerns. Our school 
Befrienders offer a listening service for children who feel they need someone to talk to about a problem. If 
you are concerned about your child please talk to your child’s class teacher. If matters are not resolved then 
speak to Mrs Smith, the Head teacher. 
 
Homework 
We do expect the children to complete their homework (with the help of an adult or older sibling) which is 
completed over the course of the half term project. 10 spellings are given for each week and are tested in 
Friday’s phonics lesson, these are usually made up of key words and words containing the ‘sound of the 
week, such as ‘ee’ or ‘igh’. Your child may find it easy to learn spellings and get them all right each week, 



 
 
 
 
 
which is great, but we are also quite happy for children to get a small number wrong- we don’t demand 
perfection! As long as they can demonstrate they have made some effort to learn the majority of the words 
and are using them in their writing then we will be happy. If you would like tips on helping your child learn 
their spellings then please ask me. 
 

The children also have a ‘Guided Reading Book’ and a ‘Choose Book’ which they will bring home regularly. 
Please read with your child and encourage them to read for 5 or 10 minutes each day. Try and take the time 
to read to your child regularly, perhaps at bedtime; hearing plenty of stories gives children a sense of ‘story 
language’ and ideas to start writing their own. 
 
Reading Record, Parents Evening, Reports, Targets and ERIC books 
Each time we hear children read, we will write detailed comments for my records. These are stored in class.  
If it is felt necessary during the session we and any other member of staff who hear your child, may write a 
short comment in their reading record (which should be kept in their book bags) perhaps commenting on a 
particular aspect focussed on e.g. use of adjectives in the book. When you read with your child at home, 
please write a comment or sign and date this book.  Don’t be worried if your child brings home a book they 
have already read before, they will have looked at a different objective to the time before and sometimes a 
familiar book is a good place to start with the more technical aspects of learning to read.  
 
At Roberttown we support ERIC, which stands for Everyone Reading In Class. Children may bring in a book, 
magazine or comic of their choice from home, which stays in the class ERIC basket for a week. They can 
then read this in ERIC time, which is an independent activity they will be given whilst another group is 
reading with us.  
 
There are Parents Evenings each term, with an appointment system in the Autumn and Spring terms and a 
more informal Open Evening in the Summer term. Annual Reports are sent home in March. If you have 
concerns about your child you are welcome to ‘pop in’ to see us for an informal chat after school, or arrange 
an appointment at a mutually convenient time. 
 
Special Times, Trips, Theme days etc. 
There are lots of exciting events to look forward to during the year such as Harvest Festival, the Christmas 
Concert and a summer trip. We will also plan theme days which cover a subject area, such as History or DT 
or major festivals. We will publish details of these events in the Newsletter as soon as we are able to. 
 
PE 
PE is timetabled on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, but children must have a named PE kit in school 
every day. Long hair must be tied back and any earrings that cannot be removed must be covered. Please 
include some plasters or surgical tape in your child’s PE bag if this is the case.  
 

Snack Time and Milk 
Snack time in Key Stage 1 continues from last year, with fruit that is delivered to us and served at milk time. 
Milk is ordered each term. If your child does not have milk but would like to, please see the Newsletter 
towards the end of each term for how to order this. Any child who does not like milk usually has water 
instead. 
 

And Finally… 
Years One is a fantastic year group! Your child will develop rapidly in confidence and independence, both 
academically and socially, over the coming year. We do hope you and your child enjoys their time in Key 
Stage 1 and will be able to look back on it as another happy year at Roberttown. We hope this information 
is helpful for you and please don’t hesitate to come and talk to me if you have any queries. 
 
 

Thank you for your support, 
Mrs Horner 


