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Happy Half Term! We hope you are all having a safe and happy half term holiday.  We look forward to 
welcoming all of our pupils back into school on Monday 28th February. Here is an update of up and 
coming events and a few things we got up to last half term. 

World Book Day Thursday 3rd March 

World Book Day is on Thursday 3rd March.  Our theme this year is Bedtime Stories.  If your child would 
like to dress up in PJ’s, onesies, dressing gowns or come dressed as their favourite bedtime story 
character that would be fantastic!  The School Council will run a Bun Sale at break time (50p each) and 
Julie will be preparing a themed lunch on the day.  If your child usually has packed-lunch and would 
like to have a school dinner on this day, please let the school office know by Tuesday 1st March.  

 School Uniform 

It's fantastic to see so many children looking super smart in their uniform.  To ensure that we are super 
warm for outdoor learning and prepared for PE, here is a gentle reminder of what children should wear 
to school.   The school uniform of black or navy leggings or tracksuit bottoms is perfect for all activities 
in school and should be worn throughout the week.  These should be not be branded or have logos on 
them.   Children should wear either their school jumper or school fleece.  Children have the option of 
wearing a school polo shirt or a plain white/yellow t-shirt underneath.  Please can we ensure that 
correct uniform is worn on all days.  On Tuesday’s for outdoor learning, pupils in Sycamore and Apple 
class need a warm waterproof coat, hat, gloves and wellies (a change of socks may be helpful too).   
Children should either come in trainers or have a pair in school for P.E. Wellies can also stay in school.   

School Council 

The School Council have been super busy around school.  Recently, they identified that people are still using 
the school field to exercise dogs so to try and stop this, they ordered new signage which you may have seen 
around school.  They also chose some No Smoking or e-cigarette signs, that you can also see near the school 
gates.  

Last half term, the School Council asked pupils for suggestions of charities that the school could support 
during 2022.  There were a lot of ideas from pupils across school, but Water Aid secured the most votes. 
Look out for charity fund raising ideas from the School Council.   

The School Council have also bought a class teddy.  The teddy will go home with a pupil, chosen by the 
School Council members in each class.  This will be presented in our Celebration Assembly on Fridays.   The 
teddy can go home for a weekend and will then need to be returned on Monday morning.  At the moment, 
two of the teddies are without names so at the end of last half term, children across school added teddy 
names to the School Council’s Suggestion Box.  We will be voting for names on the first week back.  

 Church Visit 

Elder and Sycamore Class enjoyed a tour of St James’ Church with Sue Rawlings on Friday. The children 
found out lots of interesting facts about different objects in the Church, including the story of the stolen 
bell.  
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Holocaust Memorial Day 

Elder Class were invited to work in partnership with the charity 6million+ (Hope for better futures for 
refugees) and Carlton Primary School.  The organisers praised school in their invitation 'We have 
approached your schools because they have been involved in the past and are very good at 
singing and in Flockton's case, writing songs.' Together the two schools created the words for the 
song based on this year's theme of One Day - a song for Hope.   

Over Christmas, the organisation wrote the music.  The children in Elder Class were recorded singing the 
song and you can watch this by visiting https://www.flocktonschool.co.uk/elder-class-y4-5/.  A group of 
Elder children accompanied Mrs Morris and Mrs Oliver to Huddersfield University to perform the song as 
part of the Holocaust Memorial Day Event, on 26th January. We were all incredibly proud of the children 
and their mature attitudes and thoughtfulness to others.  

On the 10th March we are joining many other 
pupils and businesses across Kirklees to raise 
money for Eden Smith.  On the day, we are 
asking pupils to come to school wearing 
something pink.  

Children can bring in a donation of their 
choice and should be handed into the School 
Council members in each class. You can read 
the Huddersfield Examiner report here.   

Charity Fund raising - Turning Kirklees Pink. Elder & Apple Class additional PE sessions 

Elder Class & Apple Class should come ready for P.E 
on Mondays.  They will be having weekly skills 
sessions throughout the half term with Shane Killock 
a P.E teacher from Kirkburton Middle School.  

Tuck Shop 

With the money we have raised from tuck shop we 
have bought a little serving stall for the children to 
use in the playground.  The children in Elder Class 
manage the running of tuck-shop, including the 
checking of the accounts.  Currently, we sell biscuits, 
brioche, cheese and raisins.  In addition, all children 
in Sycamore and Apple get free daily fruit.  Milk can 
be ordered online.  

Usbourne Book Fayre 

On Monday 7th March, we have a Book Fayre 
visiting school.  You will have received an email with 
additional information on just before the holidays.   
Children can use their World Book Day token to get 
£1 discount on a book but unfortunately, the Book 
Fayre does not stock the £1 books.  (A link to 
stockists was sent out in the email).  Your child can 
visit the Book Fayre during the day and can either 
bring money into school or alternatively you can 
visit the Book Fayre with your child at 3:30pm.  
Please come into school via the main entrance or 
the office entrance near to Apple Class. 

https://www.flocktonschool.co.uk/elder-class-y4-5/
https://www.examinerlive.co.uk/news/west-yorkshire-news/smiling-brave-little-girl-inspiring-23142573
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Our School Development Plan 

Our Senior Leadership Team and Governors agree a School Development Plan which we work on 
throughout the year to provide better outcomes or improved experiences for all our pupils. Over the 
next few years here are some of the main objectives we are working on: 

• Developing Reading across school  
• Developing Maths across school  
• Providing Leadership and enrichment opportunities for all pupils across school (after lifting of 

Covid restrictions in September). 
• Improving the School Environment.  

To support the school in Reading & Maths we were incredibly excited to be working with the Maths Hub 
and the English Hub.  The Hubs provide support for schools across Yorkshire and Humber.  We hope 
that you are beginning to see some of the improvements within school.   

Here is a brief update of some of the improvements we have already made throughout school: 

Developing Reading 
across school  
 

Started working with the English hub, New phonics scheme used in R, Yr. 1 & 
Yr. 2, book corners in classrooms, stronger links with READ bookshop, 
introduction of the lending library. New reading books and topic books for all 
curriculum subjects. Phonics reading books bought by FoF.  Book Fayre 
booked for school.  Flockton’s lead teachers visiting other schools.  Reading 
Shed donated by FoF. Virtual author visits. 

Developing Maths 
across school  
 

Started working with the Maths hub, Maths hub visited school. Staff training 
on better use of classroom displays, development of outdoor provision area for 
Apple Class. Flockton’s lead teachers visiting other schools. Multiplication 
Mountain challenge (Sycamore and Elder only) Jungle/Rainbow maths (Y1 -Y5) 

Providing Leadership 
& enrichment 
opportunities for all 
pupils across school 
(after lifting of Covid 
restrictions)  

Variety of jobs available to the school, re-introduction of school councils (Eco-
Council, Ethos Council & School Council) after Covid. 
Pantomime trip and workshop, working with artist Chloe Williams (Sycamore 
& Elder), Christmas performances and whole school Collective Worships,  
After School Clubs restarted. FoF activities within school and the wider 
community. Church visits. 

Improving the school 
environment 

Purchase of Reading Shed by FoF, new windows in Sycamore Class and 
Branching Out Room, electrical re-wire, improvements made to playground 
(removal of bushes) & flagging area, new tables and chairs in all classes, re-
plastering and painting of Elder Class, new blinds in Elder Class, painting of 
the school corridor, carpet fitted in school corridor (after the holidays), 
external repaint of the school, development and installation of new Apple class 
outdoor provision. New external signage, new internal signage, potholes 
repaired on school drive.  New tuckshop serving bench (paid for out of 
tuckshop earnings). 
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Reading in School. 

Reading Shed 

Groups of children are enjoying using the Reading Shed at break and playtimes.  Thank you to FOF for 
paying for this.  

Lending Library.  

Lauren Littlewood will now run the school library on a Monday.  Children across school will visit the 
library to change their library book. A rota will be sent out after the half term. Your child’s library book 
is a ‘Reading for Pleasure’ book. It may be a book your child can read by themselves but they may 
choose one that needs reading to them. A big thank you for Lauren for volunteering to get the library 
running.   

Phonics  

Every child in Reception and Year 1 (Apple Class) has a daily phonics lesson first thing in the morning.  
Year 2 also have a phonics lesson, but this may be at another part of the day.  A phonics lesson is 
where your child learns to read and write, recognise letter sounds and blend sounds together – all the 
essential components for successful readers. These sessions are essential for children to achieve well 
throughout school.   If your child misses the phonics lesson due to late arrival in a morning, it can make 
it hard for them to catch up and read at a level similar to their peers.  Therefore, we stress the 
importance of arriving to school on time. This year we have invested, with the support of FOF, in a new 
Synthetic Phonics Program – Monster Phonics.  You can find out more about Monster Phonics on the 
school website by clicking here.  We have been delivering the Monster Phonics program since Autumn 
Term and are already seeing a big impact on children across Reception, Year 1 & Year 2.   We aim to 
run a Parents’ Morning in Summer Term to show how you can support your child with Early reading at 
home.  

The reading book that comes home with your child is matched to their phonics stage and should be 
read by the child at home.  It would be fantastic if your child can read the book a minimum of 2 times, 
as multiple reads help your child to recognise words quicker.   

Reading Corners 

Each class has a new reading corner.  The money that is raised on World Book Day will be used to help 
buy nice resources for each class’ reading corner.  The resources will be chosen by the pupils.  

Read Book Shop Holmfirth 

Each class has had a Virtual Author Visit, arranged by Read Book Shop in Holmfirth.  Elder Class will be 
trying a new partnership idea with READ after the half term. The children will email owner Louise for some 
book recommendations linked to their current interests.  Louise will then find some exciting books written by 
new authors.  The children will then vote for a book to purchase from the shop.  We hope to extend this 
across all classes in school.  

https://www.flocktonschool.co.uk/phonics/
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School Re-opens  28.2.22 
World Book Day 03.3.33 
Class Photo Day 04.3.22 
Virtual Author Visit Apple class – Gareth Jones 04.3.22 
Usborne Children’s book fayre 07.3.22 
Turning Kirklees pink Non-uniform day 10.3.22 
Virtual Author Visit Elder & Sycamore class – Dermot O’Leary 16.3.22 
Hand to Mouth Visit 16.3.22 
Non-Uniform Day – bring a donation for Chocolate Raffle 23.3.22 
Parents Consultations Wk Beg 28.3.22 
FoF Mother’s Day Gift Stall TBC 
Musical Performance Stage show - A fisherman’s Tale.  A treat for the 
children. 

25.3.22 

Easter Service 06.4.22 
Easter Holidays 08.4.22 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

This next half term we have 3 After School Clubs running. 
Wednesday Musical Theatre with Mrs Hurst 
Thursday Embroidery with Mrs Oliver, Mrs Horwood and Mrs Forster 
Friday Sports with Ash. 

 

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS 
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Covid-19 isolation changes 

Changes to isolation & close contacts for schools.  

Please see below the isolation timeframes for pupils with Covid-19.  Children will need to isolate if they 
test positive for Covid-19.  If your child tests negative on day 5 and then on day 6, they can return to 
school. As before, you will need to have two negative tests 24 hours apart.  Close contacts will no 
longer need to carry out daily testing however, should they go on to test positive for Covid-19, they 
should follow the same guidelines as set out below.  

 

 


