
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 9.  Reading for meaning.  Read the text and answer the questions about it. 

The School Trip 

Avtar and Lee were very excited.  

They were going on a school trip 

to the zoo.  They got onto the 

coach and went straight to the 

back seats.                                      

“Oh no,” said Mrs Park. “You must 

be at the front, Avtar, because 

you get travel sick.  Lee, you can 

come sit next to Tom.”                      

Lee pulled a face at Tom and Tom 

pulled a face back.  Lee sat down 

next to him, grumbling all the 

time. 

 

1. Why were the children excited?  
___________________________________________ 
 

2. Avatar had to sit at the front of the coach 
because (Tick your answer) 

He was naughty   _____   

He couldn’t sit next to Lee _____ 

He got travel sick   _____   

He had to sit next to Tom  _____  
        

3. Which word from the text tells you that Lee 
wasn’t happy to be sitting with Tom? 

_____________________________                                    

          

 

 

Soon they were off.                          

“When can we eat our 

sandwiches?” asked Stacey.              

“Not for a long time yet,” Mrs 

Park replied.                                    

Avatar said nothing.  He didn’t 

want to think about food, because 

his tummy was feeling very odd.       

At last they got to the zoo.  They 

all got off the coach and stood 

with their partners.                         

“Now don’t get lost,” said Mrs Park 

“We’ll go and see the giraffes 

first, then the penguins because it 

will be feeding time.  Now follow 

me, please.” 

   4. When did Mrs Park say they could eat their         
 sandwiches? 

 __________________________________________ 

   5.  Why didn’t Avtar want to think about food? 

 He wasn’t hungry   _____ 

 He was eating sweets  _____ 

 He felt sick    _____ 

 He wanted to sit with Lee _____ 

  6.  Which animals were they going to see first? 

 __________________________________________ 
 

   7.  Why were they going to see the penguins         
 second? 

 __________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________ 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When they got to the giraffes, Avtar 

couldn’t believe how long their necks 

were.                                                      

“Why are their necks so long? He 

asked.                                                    

“It’s so they can reach the juicy, 

sweet leaves at the top of the trees,” 

said Tom.                                                       

“No it’s not,” said Lee.  “It’s so that 

they can see what’s going on. They’re 

just nosy.”                                              

“Well which one of you is right?” asked 

Avtar.                                                    

“Tom is right,” answered Mrs Park.         

Lee pulled a face at Tom, “clever 

clogs,” he said.                      

  8.  What surprised Avtar about the giraffes? 

 How they ate leaves  _____ 

 How nosy they were  _____ 

 How long their legs were  _____ 

 How long their necks were _____ 
 

  9.  Why do giraffes have long necks? 

 _____________________________________ 
 

 _____________________________________ 

 

 10.  Which words in the text are used to 
describe the leaves at the top of the tree? 

 _______________  and  ________________ 

 

They all enjoyed watching the penguins 

being fed.                                               

“That was good fun,” said Lee.  “It’s 

made me feel very hungry though.”        

“Now we’ll go and see the goats,” said 

Mrs Park.                                               

There was a big notice by the goats 

that said, “DO NOT FEED THE 

GOATS.”                                                

When no one was looking, Lee got a 

sandwich out of his lunch box and 

started to eat it.  He leaned over the 

fence.  Suddenly, one of the goats 

came right up to him and took the 

sandwich out of his hand.                          

“Hey, that’s my dinner!” shouted Lee. 

 11.  Which words from the text tell you they        
 liked seeing the penguins being fed? 

 _____________________________________ 

 12. What were you not allowed to do to the        
 goats? 

 Touch them  _____ 

 Stroke them  _____ 

 Feed them  _____ 

 Talk to them _____ 

 13. What did Lee take out of his bag? 

 _____________________________________ 

 14. How did Lee lose his dinner? 

 _____________________________________ 

 15. Which word from the text tells you Lee 
was cross with the goat?  ____________________ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Park was not very pleased.  “You naughty boy,” she said.  “You shouldn’t have 

opened your lunch box until I said you could.  I hope that poor goat isn’t ill after 

eating your sandwich.”                                                                                                    

In fact, the goat enjoyed the sandwich so much that it followed Lee along the 

fence as far as it could go.  Lee didn’t like it.  “Go away goat!” he shouted.                

All too soon it was time to go back to school.  Mrs Park said that Lee could sit 

next to Avtar on the way back at the front of the coach.                                        

“Oh good,” cried Avtar, “we can have a chat all the way back.”                                 

The coach set off and five minutes later Avtar and Lee                                                      

were fast asleep in their seats and stayed that way                                                      

until the coach stopped outside the school gates. 

16. How did Mrs Park feel when she saw what Lee had done?  (Tick one) 

    She was pleased _____       She cried _____      She laughed _____  She was cross _____ 

 

17. What did the goat do to Lee?   ___________________________________________________ 

 

18. What did Avtar want to do on the way back to school? 

    __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

19. Why didn’t Avtar and Lee talk all the way back to school? 

    __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

20. Draw a line to join the sentences to show what happened in the story. 

 The school went on     watching the penguins being fed 

 

 The goat ate      a trip to the zoo 

 

 Avtar and Lee      Lee’s sandwich 

 

 They all enjoyed      because he got travel sick 

 

 Avtar sat at the front of the coach   fell asleep on the coach 

 

 

 


