
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 10.  Reading for meaning.  Read the text and answer the questions about it. 

Transport 

Land Transport 

Cars, lorries, vans and trains are 

all types of land transport. 

Trains were invented at the 

beginning of the 19th century.  

They were powered by stream 

engines.  They had steel wheels 

and went on steel rails.  The first 

trains did not go any faster than 

40 miles an hour. 

The first cars were invented 

towards the end of the 19th 

century. Henry Ford was one of 

the first people to build motor 

cars in large numbers.  He sold 

over 15 million Model T Fords. 

 

1. List three types of land transport.  
___________,   ____________,  _____________ 

 

2. How fast could the first trains go? (Tick one) 

50 miles an hour  _____   

40 kilometres an hour _____ 

40 miles an hour  _____   

20 miles an hour   _____           

3. a. Which was invented first, cars or trains? 
______________________ 
 
b.  How do you know this? 
 

___________________________________________  
 

___________________________________________ 

 

4. Who made Model T cars? 
________________________________________                                

Sea Transport 

There are lots of different kinds 

of ships.  Some ships just carry 

cargo, but some carry people.         

Other ships, called ferries carry 

people and cars.                              

Some of the ships in the Royal 

Navy are even big enough to land 

aeroplanes and helicopters on. 

Submarines can travel underneath 

the sea or on the top of it. 

    5.  List three things ships can carry. 

 ___________,  ____________,  _____________ 
 

    6.  Where could you find a submarine? 

 __________________________________________ 
 

 __________________________________________ 
 

    7.  Which ships carry passengers and vehicles? 

 Submarines  _____ 

 Cargo ships  _____ 

 Ferries  _____ 

 Royal Navy ships _____ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Air Transport 

The first air transport was the 

hot air balloon.  The first hot air 

balloon was very small and there 

was only room for two people in 

the basket under the balloon. 

The first aeroplanes were small 

too, and could only carry a few 

people at a time. 

The early planes had open 

cockpits, so people flying in them 

had to wear very warm clothes and 

even had blankets and hot water 

bottles to keep them warm when 

they were up in the air. They had 

to wear goggles too, to protect 

their eyes. 

 

 

 

 

Now we have jumbo jets which can 

carry up to 500 people and which 

are warm inside so you don’t have 

to wear special clothes to travel on 

them. 

There are some planes which can 

fly without using an engine.  They 

are called gliders.  They have very 

wide wings which help them to fly 

using air currents. 

  8. What was the first type of air transport? 

 __________________________________________ 

 

  9.  Why could only two people travel by air           
 balloon to begin with? 

 __________________________________________ 
 

 __________________________________________  

 

 10.  How many people could the first aeroplanes     
 carry?  (Tick one) 

   500 ____    some ____     a few ____     five ____  

 

 11. Why were passengers so cold on first                   
 aeroplanes? 

 __________________________________________  
 

 __________________________________________  

 

 12. Explain one way passengers could keep warm     
 on early planes. 

 _________________________________________ 

 

 12. Why did pilots of early planes need to wear       
 goggles? 

 _________________________________________ 

 

 13. Why do gliders have wide wings? 

 __________________________________________ 
 

 __________________________________________  

 14. How is a glider different to other planes? 

 __________________________________________ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Space Transport 

The first place that man travelled 

to in space was the Earth’s moon.  

Neil Armstrong was the first 

person to walk on the moon.  

 

 

 

 

 

Now we can send space craft to 

other planets.  Sometimes these 

space craft take a long time to get 

to other planets because the 

planets are so far away from 

Earth. 

In 1976 a space craft called Viking 

1 landed on Mars and took 

photographs of the ground.  It 

took a year to travel from Earth to 

Mars. 

The Voyager space craft were 

launched the next year.  They are 

looking at other planets in our 

Solar System. 

 

 

 15. What was the first place that people went to       
 in space? (Tick one) 

Mars ___     Viking ____   Voyager ___    Moon____  

 

 16.  Who was the first person to walk on the       
 moon?  

 _________________________________________  

 

 17. How long did it take Viking 1 to get to Mars? 

 ______________________________________ 

 

 18.  What did Viking 1 do on Mars? 

 _______________________________________ 
 

 _______________________________________ 

 

 19. When was the Viking 1 space craft launched? 

 _______________ 

 20.  When were the Voyager space craft                   
 launched? 

 _______________ 

 

 21. What is the Voyager space craft’s mission? 

 _________________________________________ 
 

 _________________________________________ 

 

 22.  Why does it take so long for the space crafts    
 to get to other planets? 

 _________________________________________ 
 

 _________________________________________ 
 

 


