
 

Ancient Greek architecture and columns 

Greek architecture is a very specific and influential type of design, which 

was based on the post-and-lintel system. The post-and-lintel system is 

made up of columns, which are large upright posts, with a roof, or 

architrave, over the top. 

Black and white columns – Research and find images of different Greek 

column designs (Doric, Ionic and Corinthian). Using either a dark or light 

background, can you create a picture of a Greek column? Chalks or pastels 

can produce good effects here. 

The Parthenon – The Parthenon is an iconic Greek temple, dedicated to 

the Goddess Athena. Can you find an image of the Parthenon or similar 

Greek temple and draw this, showing your drawing and architectural design 

skills using pencils? How much detail can you include in your picture? 

Greek vase design 

The designs on Greek pottery told a 

story. Some told stories of daily life. 

Others told stories of wars and heroes. 

All designs, whether literal or based on 

geometric patterns, had to represent 

something that people would find pleasing. 

Can you research patterns and designs 

used on Greek vases and design your own? 

Medusa masks 

Medusa was a monster in Greek mythology, 

known as a Gorgon. She was said to have a face 

of a hideous woman and had poisonous snakes on 

her head, instead of hair. Can you design a 

Medusa mask? This could be a picture, an actual 

mask or a model, using junk materials. 

Greek Pita bread 

Greek Pita bread is one of the most ancient known breads. The recipe derives from the 

middle eastern Pitas. Originally, Greek Pita was prepared with barley flour. In Greece, like in 

many Mediterranean countries, Pita bread is a unique element on the table, served along with 

appetizers like Greek Salad and Tzatziki, or filled with Souvlaki and Gyros. Working with an 

adult, there are many Greek Pita bread recipes that you can find on the Internet. If you 

have the ingredients, you might want to give it a try! 
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