
Cumberworth C E (A) First School 

Charging, Remissions and Voluntary Contributions Policy 

The Governing Body of the School are responsible for determining the content of this policy and the 
Head Teacher for it’s implementation. Any determinations with respect to individual parents will be 
considered by the Head Teacher and School Business Manager. 
The aim of this policy is to set out what charges will be levied for activities, what remissions will be 
implemented and the circumstances under which voluntary contributions will be requested from 
parents. 
 
At Cumberworth First School we provide a range of experiences which add excitement, enjoyment 
an enrichment to the academic, social, emotional and personal development of pupils.  These 
include curricular, extra-curricular activities and visitors to school and visits to places of interest. 
 
Charges are not made for activities that take place during school hours. These activities include: 

▪ All aspects of the National Curriculum 
▪ The provision of books, equipment, materials or transport in relation to any activity that 

cannot itself be charged for. However, parents may be asked to contribute voluntarily 
towards the costs of materials or ingredients where the finished product will then be owned 
by the pupil. 

▪ Non-residential school trips and visits that take place substantially (50% or more) during 
school hours. A contribution towards the costs will be requested but parents are under no 
obligation to contribute. 

 
Charges are made for: 

▪ Materials, books, instruments or equipment where the pupil’s parents wish him/her to own 
them 

▪ Activities that are provided outside of school time that are not part of the National 
Curriculum 

▪ Residential School visits 
▪ Cost of Damages 

 
Charging for optional extra activities 
Items included in the cost of optional extras include staffing costs (teaching and non-teaching) and 
materials, books etc. provided in connection with the optional extra. 
 
Activities not run by the school 
The school may offer additional extra curricular activities such as sports coaching / clubs after 
school. These may be run by qualified coaches, or other providers, who are not members of the 
school staff. A charge is usually made for these sessions. 
 
Sunshine Club 
To ensure the provision of a high quality, safe and stimulating service, fees will be charged in 
accordance with the ‘Sunshine Club – Before and After School Care’ Admissions and Fees Policy 
 
Residential School Visits 
There will always be a charge for the board and lodging element on school visits irrespective of 
whether the visit has occurred within school hours or not. Additionally, if more than half of the visit 
takes place outside school hours, the remaining costs will be charged for in full. The cost of school 
visits includes a charge to cover the cost of insurance whilst pupils are not on school premises. 
 



Remission of Charges 
If a residential activity takes place largely during school time and the parents / guardian / carer are in 
receipt of the following benefits, an application can be made for the normal charge for the school 
trip to be waived: 

▪ Income Support or Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 
▪ The Guarantee Credit element of State Pension Credit 
▪ Income Related Employment & Support Allowance 
▪ Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
▪ Child Tax Credit (providing that they are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an 

annual income (as assessed by the Inland Revenue) that does not exceed £16,190 
This aligns with the eligibility criteria for free school meals. 
 
Cost of Damages 
These include any damages to the fabric of the school premises (such as a broken window) and the 
defacing, loss or breakage of books or classroom equipment. In such cases, especially where the 
damage is due to unacceptable behaviour on the part of the student, parents will be asked to pay 
the cost of repair or replacement. Such charges may be reduced or waived on an individual basis if 
this is deemed to be appropriate on educational grounds, for example, in certain circumstances 
where a pupil has owned up to a misdemeanour. 
 
The Governors wish to continue to offer students as wide a range of opportunities as possible and 
hope that parents will, where possible, look sympathetically on requests for voluntary contributions. 
The DfE guidance states that: 
Head Teachers or governing bodies may ask parents for a voluntary contribution towards the cost of 

▪ any activity that takes place during school hours 
▪ school equipment 
▪ general school funds. 

Children of parents who are unable, or unwilling, to contribute may not be discriminated against. 
However, if there are insufficient voluntary contributions made to cover the cost of the trip, or 
activity, and there is no alternative method to make up the shortfall, then the school should cancel 
the activity. 
 
The school cannot charge when the trip; 

▪ is during school hours 
▪ is outside of school hours and is part of the National Curriculum or part of a syllabus towards 

a prescribed public examination the child is being prepared for at the school 
 

The school may, however, ask for voluntary contributions towards the cost. 
Parents in receipt of certain benefits may also be exempt from paying any cost of board and lodging. 
 
Voluntary contributions 
All the education provided during normal school hours is at no charge to pupils. There is no charge 
for any activity undertaken as part of the National Curriculum, with the exception of some individual 
or small-group music tuition provided by peripatetic teachers from Kirklees Music School, which is a 
registered charity.  Children in the care of Kirklees Council currently have KMS fees paid for them. 
When organising school visits or visitors to enrich the curriculum and the educational experience of 
the children, the school invites parents and carers to contribute to the cost. All contributions are 
voluntary. If we do not receive sufficient voluntary contributions, we may cancel a trip. If a trip goes 
ahead, it may include children whose parents or carers have not paid any contribution. We do not 
treat these children differently from any others. 



If a parent wishes their child to take part in a school event, but is unwilling or unable to make a 
voluntary contribution, the child will still participate fully in the trip or activity. Sometimes the school 
pays additional costs in order to support the visit. Parents and carers have a right to know how each 
trip is funded, and the school can provide this information. 
 
The following is a list of additional activities organized by the school, which require voluntary 
contributions from parents to enable them to proceed. These activities are known as ‘optional 
extras’.  This list is not exhaustive:  
 

▪ visits to museums, parks, places of worship; 
▪ sporting activities which require transport expenses; 
▪ outdoor adventure activities; 
▪ visits to the theatre; 
▪ school trips abroad; 
▪ musical events. 

 
Calculating charges 
When charges are made for any activity, whether during or outside of the school day, they will be 
based on the actual costs incurred, divided by the total number of pupils participating. There will be 
no levy on those who can pay to support those who can’t. Support for cases of hardship will come 
through voluntary contributions and/or fundraising.  
The principles of best value will be applied when planning activities that incur costs to the school 
and/or charges to parents. 
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